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At Thanksgiving, many churches across North 
America are certain to include this beloved 

old hymn during their worship services. Its vivid 
word pictures illustrate a double meaning for us as 
believers. We’re thankful for not only the harvest of 
crops after a busy growing season, but also thankful 
for the steady harvest of souls as the Lord gathers in 
His people. 

 Across Russia and her neighboring countries, 
believers have a time of thanksgiving that they call 
“Zhatva” – the Harvest Celebration. The communion 
table before the pulpit is abundantly laden with 
produce to share from the gardens of church 
members — gardens that are often vital to surviving 
the winter for many families. And again this season, 
the Bible-preaching churches we serve have much 
for which to be thankful, as the Lord has used them 
in a mighty way over the past year. 

 SGA-sponsored church planter Anatoly 
Shpak sends a wonderful example from Ukraine — 

Come, Ye
Thankful People!

Continued on page 2

Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home;

all is safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin. 
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the “breadbasket” of the former Soviet Union. “As 
we celebrated the Day of Gratitude for Harvest, our 
church was visited by many guests from our village 
and fellow believers from the town of Vasilievka. 
Earlier in the summer, a young couple named Sergei 
and Katerina repented and were baptized, and then 
in October they were married in our church. Then, 
a ten-year-old girl named Katya began to attend our 
Sunday school. She was from an unbelieving family, 
and invited her grandmother to visit our worship 
service. The grandmother then began attending and 

visiting women’s Bible study meetings. It wasn’t long 
before Katya’s grandmother repented. These events 
were a great joy, blessing and encouragement for our 
church!”

 In Russia, Pastor Valery Akelkin’s church 
is also rejoicing for another year of changed lives, 

especially the story of a new sister named Gulia. “As 
an unbeliever, she decided to have an abortion. She 
went to a local clinic for tests, but there at the clinic, 
she met a sister from our church named Valentina, 
who along with some other ladies has a pro-life 
ministry at that clinic. Valentina counseled Gulia not 
to go forward with the abortion. After she pondered 
it a while, Gulia decided to save the life of her child. 
Some time later, she came to the church and began 
having fellowship with other Christians. Valentina 
became her close friend, and before long, Gulia came 
to faith in the Lord, later giving birth to a daughter. 
Today, Gulia is a very active member of our church 
and we all love her very much, as well as her beautiful 
and lively little child! The Lord continues to work 
wonders in her life.” 

 There are many more wonderful reports to 
share in the following pages of InSight. So much for 
which to be thankful!

 This autumn in the small Belarussian village of 
Farinovo, SGA-sponsored church planter Alexander 
Pakhirko and his congregation will gather together 
again for their Harvest Celebration. Like most Bible-
preaching churches in the lands of Russia, they will 
joyfully offer thanks to God for His gracious provision 
in their lives, and a year of fruitful ministry. 

 As Alexander relates, the church has had a 
significant impact in their region in the past year, 
through evangelistic outreaches such as showing an 
internationally known film entitled “Jesus”. “We went 
house to house inviting people and even advertised 
it. A lot of the preparation work was done by our 
youth, who stored up firewood, washed the windows, 

scrubbed the floor, and a host of other things. Many 
new people came to see the film, and some were so 
moved that they wept. 

 “A boy in our church named Roman brought 
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Even so, Lord, quickly come,
bring Thy final harvest home;

gather Thou thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,

there forever purified,
in Thy presence to abide.

Come, with all thine angels come;
raise the glorious harvest home. 

Harvest is More Than a Holiday

Sergei and Katerina’s wedding

Alexander Pakhirko and his congregation



three of his unbelieving friends with him to see the 
film. Now, these boys all attend our youth fellowships. 
It seems like our youth and children are the strongest 
evangelists. Please pray that God will bring more 
young people to the church, as God’s Word tells us . . 
. Train up a child in the way he should go, even when 
he is old, he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).” 

 After 
the Harvest 
Celebration, 
the youth in 
Alexander’s 
church 
answered the 
call of another 
pastor in the 
village of 

Glubokoe and went there to serve one Sunday. “They 
praised the Lord with singing and one of the young 
men preached. They reported on their successful camp 

season, which brought together youth from 
three villages. It was a lot of fun for them to 
see the pictures from camp.”

 Another young man named Damir came to 
faith earlier in the summer. Alexander says the change 
in his life is dramatic. “Damir is a former boxer. After 
he came to faith in Christ, he started going to the same 
pubs and bars where he formerly hung out with his 
friends. But this time, he goes there to share Christ and 
invites them to church. Not long ago, a young man 
that heard about the Lord from Damir came to our 
service! Praise God for everything, and especially for 
the way he changes people’s lives.” 

 Alexander concludes his report to us with a 
final word of thanks. “We praise the Lord for you. 
Whenever I tell other pastors about our sponsors in 
North America, it encourages them greatly as they see 
such dedication of people’s lives to the ministry. May 
God guard and keep you!” 
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 Over the summer, lawmakers in Kazakhstan 
began considering a new religion bill that would re-
impose severe restrictions on evangelical churches. 
Human rights organizations and Western governments 
have expressed serious concerns over the legislation, 
which would need the approval of Kazakh president 
Nursultan Nazarbaev before it becomes law. Under 
parliamentary rules, the bill must go through three 
readings in the lower house before going to the 
Kazakh Senate, and then to the president. Under 
current law, religious groups are already required 
to register with the government, and face fines 
if they fail to do so. So-called “non-traditional” 
religions (including all Protestant denominations and 
groups) are prohibited from registering or have their 
applications significantly delayed. 

 There are a number of troubling provisions 
in this proposed legislation. It would increase the 
minimum number of members a religious group must 
have to officially register from 10 to 50. Smaller 
religious bodies would be prohibited from teaching 
or publicly professing their faith, owning property 
or renting public buildings. In addition, gifts from 
anonymous or foreign donors would be forbidden. 
Felice Gaer, chairwoman of the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom, said, “Kazakhstan 
appears to be following the lead of other former 
Soviet republics that are narrowing the space for 
religious freedom rather than bolstering protections 
for it.” Please make this a matter of urgent prayer, 
even while remembering that nothing man can do 
will stop the Lord from building His church. 

Kazakhstan’s Parliament Weighs New 
Restrictive Religion Law

What’s at Stake for ChristiansWhat’s Happening

andAnalysisNews
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Special Report:

The Word of the Lord is tested; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him (2 Samuel 22:31).

Evangelical Churches Respond to Russia/Georgia Refugee Crisis

 In the wake of armed hostilities that broke out 
between Russia and the former Soviet republic of 
Georgia this past August, thousands of refugees 
fled across the border into southern Russia, where 
evangelical churches labored to share Christ and 
meet the refugees’ urgent needs. 

 The conflict began when Georgia launched 
an offensive to retake control of its breakaway 
South Ossetia region. Russia then responded with 
overwhelming military force and drove Georgian 
troops out of South Ossetia and Abkhazia, 
another separatist region. Both sides blamed 
each other for starting the conflict, while Western 
governments rushed to broker a peace agreement 
between the two sides. In addition to hundreds 
killed, the impact on families and individuals was 
devastating, with thousands losing or being driven 
out of their homes. 

Helping the Churches Minister Christ’s Love to 
the Broken

 Evangelical churches in several southern 
Russian regions were quick to reach out to the 
refugees, many of whom shared horrific accounts 
of the fighting. SGA partners helped send funds 
to the churches for 
humanitarian aid 
along with Russian-

language Christian literature. In North Ossetia, 
located across the Russian border from South 
Ossetia, Pastor Sergei Totiev in Beslan, Russia, 
said that many of the refugees have heartbreaking 
stories to tell. “In Gizel, members of the local 
church took in five women whose husbands 
remained behind in South Ossetia. They had been 
accustomed to crossfire, which was often heard, 
but never guessed that a war would start. Artillery 
shelling began, and they were often frightened 
and hid in their cellar. They were warned that the 
troops would drown anyone who stayed in the 
basements by exploding the water mains. Their 
house was shelled, but should be inhabitable with 
repairs. Another family from Dmenis thanks God 
that no one in their family perished. The children 
said that they truly believed in God and were 
trusting in His blessings.” 

 According to Pastor Viktor Levashov in 
Kabardino-Balkaria, Russia, the refugees’ stories 
were even more chilling. “Juliet Kamisova is 
another who spent several days in the basement 
of the house. She said that when she left the 
basement, she saw a horrible sight — many 
murdered Ossetian people. Most horrible of 
all was seeing the bodies of several adults and 
children crushed by tanks. The people who saw 
these things were deeply shocked, and have been 
open to talk and pray with us. I thank you again 
that you have sent Bibles, Christian books and 
funds for us to aid the refugees. We have about 
500 at sanitoriums here, and these people escaped 
with only the clothes on their backs and shoes on 
their feet.” 

 SGA president Dr. Robert Provost added, “All 
of the UECB churches in North Ossetia (Russia) 
sent people to visit the injured, and helped the 
refugees with food and clothing. You can also 
be sure that they seized every opportunity to 
share God’s love with them. Please pray for the 
salvation of those who do not know Christ, for 
the restoration of peace, and for a lessening of 
tensions between the West and Russia so that the 
progress of the Gospel will not be hindered.” 
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A Surprise for the Warden

By Pastor Vasily Kozorezov
SGA-Sponsored Church Planter in 
Nizhny-Novgorod, Russia

 The Lord recently gave us an 
opportunity to reach people in our local 
prisons here in the Nizhny-Novgorod region. 
We are thankful, because of late we have 
had barriers hindering our prison ministry. 
However, the men of our church finally 
received permission from a higher office to 
visit prisons and present our evangelistic 
program called “Return to Life.” For two 
weeks, we visited prisoners, told them about 
God’s love and gave them New Testaments. 

 At one of the prisons, the commander 
(warden) asked us how long it would take 
us to present our program. We replied that it 
took about two hours. He looked at us and 
said, “You can stay here the whole day, but 
no inmates will come and listen to you.” But 
they came. The meeting began and we told 
them about the Lord of Lords, how they could 
have forgiveness of sins and true freedom — 
freedom that the Lord can give even behind 

prison walls . . . freedom from sin and death. 

 The two hours passed, and no one left! 
The prisoners sat and listened. When our men 
shared their testimonies about how God freed 
them from their sin and unbelief, many of the 
inmates began taking the New Testaments 
we offered to them, and prayed together with 
us. The warden, who was uncertain about the 
necessity for the meeting, was shocked and 
bewildered. We shared the Gospel, and our 
preaching . . . was not in persuasive words 
of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power (1 Corinthians 2:4). We spoke 
about our Living God, but not about dead 
religion. 

 We received letters from the inmates 
some time later, asking us to visit them again. 
This will give us the opportunity to ask the 
prison administration for permission to make 
regular ministry visits there. Dear brothers 
and sisters, please pray for revival and 
salvation among the prisoners, that the Word 
of God will work in their hearts. 

Bring my soul out of prison, so that I may give thanks to Your name (Psalm 142:7). 

Vasily Kozorezov and his family



By Pastor Viktor Levashov
SGA-Sponsored Church Planter 
in Maisky, Russia

 Many guests who visit 
Russia from abroad have 
noticed that music ministry 

is of great importance to our churches, and 
the performance level tends to be very high. 
But mass emigration in the early 1990s when 
freedom first came left many Russian churches 
without choir directors, singers and musicians. 
We could see discouragement in the life of 
our congregations. Before, children from 
Christian families became members and knew 
our Christian songs from their childhood. 
Now, people from unbelieving backgrounds 
come to church and have never heard Christian 
music. They don’t understand that singing 
is such a strong means of exhortation and 
encouragement. 

 Because of this, we are organizing music 
festivals, which encourage believers and 
enable them to invite unsaved neighbors for 
evangelism. Last November, we invited choirs 

from large and small churches throughout 
Kabardino-Balkaria. Groups of children also 
took part. Singing is very well developed in 
some churches, while in others it is very simple. 
But we sing not for our glory, but for the glory 
of Christ, our Savior. There is no sense of 
competition or superiority. The festival/service 
lasted more than three hours, but no one left 
early and all said that the time passed by very 
quickly. The highlight of the meeting was the 
joint singing of all participants led by a choir 
more than 100 strong. 

 There was an even greater result to this 
meeting than mere music. The men were 
inspired and further motivated for ministry. 
They decided to visit regional churches once a 
month with evangelistic programs. As you can 
see, such activities unite us together in ministry, 
and encourage us in our worship of — and 
service to — God. 

 Thank you, dear friends, for your support 
of our ministry. May the Lord bless you in the 
coming year! 

The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation (Exodus 15:2). 
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A Song for Our Savior

Russian churches are known for their powerful use of music in worship



As I read “A 
Surprise for the 

Warden”, I fondly 
remembered many 
times of precious 
fellowship with Pastor 
Vasily Kozorezov. In 
June 2005, when two 
Canadian pastors and 
I first visited Nizhny-
Novgorod to see what 
God was doing and 
report to churches in 

Atlantic Canada, we were greatly impressed by 
the effectiveness of their prison ministry. 
 One day, Brother Vasily stopped his van 
in front of a wooden house that was so old we 
wondered if anyone lived there. Before entering 
the gate, our interpreter paused to explain the 
sign on the gatepost. This was the House of 
Mercy, a rehab center for men who had been in 
prison or were recovering from drug and alcohol 
addictions. Anatoly, the leader of the ministry, 
welcomed us with a warm smile. Everything 
was very clean and tidy. Some men prepared tea 
and refreshments for us. When Pastor Igor, who 
began this ministry, also came in with his young 
son, I was overwhelmed with the peace that was 
clearly evident on the faces of the nine or ten 
men. Observing the young boy and his father so 
relaxed among ex cons, I wondered how many 
North American pastors would take their son 
with them to a rehab ministry center. 
 We soon understood the difference. 
Beginning with Anatoly, various men including 
Pastor Igor, shared how they had repented and 
come to faith in Christ while in prison. Each 
of the men is a new creature in Christ and 
it showed. God’s grace and mercy was very 
evident. 
 Anatoly explained that six to ten 
believers live in the center for up to nine months. 
During that time they are individually discipled 
and taught employment skills. They are also 
assisted with renewing all of their documents. 
Outside, we saw neat vegetable gardens and 
some used furniture that they repair for resale. 
When it was explained that local congregations 
try to cover most costs, we were impressed by 

the extent of the local believers’ commitment to 
evangelism.
 
Since that visit, the Canadian Connection 
continues.

Ministry partners have provided funds for • 
better tools for the men to repair furniture.
Other ministry partners have assisted with • 
modest improvements to the center.
Eight Atlantic Canada churches have formed • 
an Antioch Initiative coalition that partners 
with the churches in Nizhny-Novgorod. 
Three times a year, pastors from that 
coalition train Nizhny-Novgorod pastors.
Pastor Vasily, Pastor Igor and some other • 
deserving pastors there are now partially 
supported through SGA Canada.
Many people in Pastor Igor’s congregation • 
and the House of Mercy will soon receive 
new eyeglasses as the result of a Canadian 
optical ministry trip there.

While much more needs to be done, Pastor 
Kozorezov’s report testifies of what the Lord 
is doing and the bountiful spiritual harvest in 
Nizhny-Novgorod. Thank you for sharing in that 
harvest.

Ministry Itinerary:
Oct. 31 – Pastors’ Luncheon – Eugene 
Bakhmutsky (EB) Russian UECB Youth 
Ministry Coordinator – Benton St. Baptist – 
Kitchener ON
Oct. 31 – SGA Banquet 7:00 pm– Temple Baptist 
Church (EB) – Cambridge ON
Nov. 1 – Rally of Slavic Churches (EB) – 
Gladstone Church – Toronto ON
Nov. 2 – Fellowship Baptist Church (EB) (MW) 
– Cobourg ON
Nov. 2 – Bay Park Baptist Church Rally (EB) 
(ES) – Kingston ON
Nov. 3 – Pastors’ Meeting (EB) – FBC – 
Cobourg ON
Nov. 4 – Pastors’ Meeting (EB) – Richmond Hill 
Baptist Church, Richmond Hill ON
Nov. 17-19 – Antioch Initiative Meetings – SGA 
US (AV) 
Nov. 30 – Richmond Hill Chinese Baptist – 
Richmond Hill ON (AV)

Canadian
Connection

InSight is published to report
religious news about Russia, the rest 
of the CIS and the ministries of:

Slavic Gospel Association
6151 Commonwealth Drive
Loves Park, IL  61111
www.sga.org
E-mail: insight@sga.org
Phone: 815-282-8900
Fax: 815-282-8901

Slavic Gospel Association — Canada
55 Fleming Drive, Suite 26
Cambridge, ON  N1T 2A9
E-mail: Canada@sga.org
Phone: 519-621-3553
Fax: 519-621-7571
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mailing address on your subscription 
to InSight, please send your name, 
your old address, and your new 
address to the address listed above. 
Please allow six to eight weeks for 
the fulfillment of your request.

International Offices

Australia / Dr. Nikolai Porublev
Canada / Rev. Allan W. Vincent
England / William Smylie
New Zealand / Richard Hemmingsen

U.S. Board of Directors

Warner Tillman, Chairman
Harry Leopold, Vice Chairman
Dr. Richard Gregory, Secretary
John Wauterlek, Treasurer
Evon Hedley, Director Emeritus
Dr. Robert W. Provost, President
Dr. Bill Atkinson
John Blackman
Rev. Bruce Love
Jack Tedford
Rev. Allan W. Vincent

Canadian Board of Directors

Ivan Barber, Chairman
Dr. Stephen Code, Vice Chairman
Carol Dean Jeffries, Treasurer
Rev. Allan W. Vincent, Director
John C. Goetze
Walter Gnida
Arnold Heron
Michael Nichols
Dr. Robert W. Provost
John Zielonko

SGA is a member of:

Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability

CrossGlobal Link

Rev. Allan W. Vincent
Director, SGA Canada

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

7  SGA Insight



Help Evangelical Churches Gather the Waiting Harvest

Thank you!
Please return the enclosed 
reply form with your gift.

 Across the vast expanse of Russia and her neighboring 
countries, evangelical pastors, missionaries and youth workers 
are faithfully proclaiming the life-changing Gospel. Over the 
past few years of freedom, much progress has been made. 
But now, national and local governments are beginning to 
tighten restrictions and move toward closing the door entirely 
for ministry. But the spiritual hunger in people’s hearts is still 
there, and they long to hear of the hope that only Christ can 
give. We need to help Bible-preaching churches reach as many 
men, women and children as possible — while we still can! 

Your faithful giving can help change lives 
for eternity

 Your gift will make an immediate difference, impacting 
lives through vitally important outreach ministries such as:

Missionary Work•	  – through evangelism and church planting
Pastoral Training•	  – through theological seminaries and Bible institutes
Orphan ministry•	  – through Orphans Reborn
Bibles and Christian Literature•	
Children’s ministry•	  – through Sunday schools,  Summer Camps and follow-up outreaches
Christmas outreaches•	  – through Immanuel’s Child and Christmas for Orphans

Please prayerfully consider how you can help Bible-preaching churches reach Russian-speaking 
people with the Gospel. 

How You
  Can Help

SGA Partners . . . Making a Difference Together!
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FPO
To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >

o  Here’s my gift to express my partnership with SGA to help

  gather the waiting harvest in the lands of Russia. I’m enclosing $_______. (11000)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,  

  key prayer requests and needs.  (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

 My e-mail address is:_____________________________

You can help 

the evangelical 

churches gather 

the waiting harvest


